
 

 

Here it is, the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time and time again for some Food For Thought!  In today’s readings we see many   

illustrations of the dangers of sin and how sneaky they can be. 

Very harmful effects can follow from accepting the philosophy which denies personal guilt or sin and thereby makes every-

one nice.  By denying sin, the nice people make a cure impossible.  Sin is most serious, and the tragedy is deepened by the 

denial that we are sinners... The really unforgivable sin is the denial of sin because, by its nature, there is now nothing to be 

forgiven.  By refusing to admit to personal guilt, the nice people are made into scandalmongers, gossips, talebearers, and 

super critics, for they must project their real if unrecognized guilt to others.  This, again, gives them a new illusion of good-

ness:  The increase of fault-finding is in direct ratio and proportion to the denial of sin.  

These unhappy souls almost always blame everyone but themselves for their miseries.  Shut up within themselves, they are 

necessarily shut off from all others except to criticize them. Since the essence of sin is opposition to God's will, it follows that 

the sin of one individual is bound to oppose any other individual whose will is in harmony with God's will. This resulting    

estrangement from one's fellow man is intensified when one begins to live solely for this world; then the possessions of the 

neighbor are regarded as something unjustly taken from oneself.  Once the material becomes the goal of life, a society of 

conflicts is born.  

Jesus has not come bring peace to the Earthly home but to the Home he wishes to inhabit. 

And if it must be done by humbling us in the physical world to save us so it shall be; and that is why Jesus came.  It is out of 

necessity that he put a harlot above a Pharisee, a penitent robber above a High Priest, and a prodigal son above his           

exemplary brother.  Effectively saying to all the phonies and fakers who would say that they could not join the Church be-

cause His Church was not holy enough, He would ask, “How holy must the Church be before you will enter into it?”  

For if the Church were as holy as they wanted it to be, they would never be allowed into it. 

In every other religion under the sun, and in every Eastern religion from Buddhism to Confucianism, there must always be 

some purification before one can commune with God.  But Our Blessed Lord brought the true religion to us, where the     

admission of sin is the condition of coming to Him.  'Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are ill...’  

It is here that the good repent on knowing their sin; the evil become angry when discovered.  

It was not enough that the Son of God should come down from the heavens and appear as the Son of Man, for then He 

would have been only a great teacher and a great example, but not a Redeemer.  It was more important for Him to fulfill the 

purpose of the coming, to redeem man from sin while in the likeness of human flesh.  Teachers change men by their lives.  

Our Blessed Lord would change men by His death.  The poison of hate, sensuality, and envy which is in the hearts of men 

could not be healed simply by wise exhortations and social reforms. The wages of sin is death, and therefore it was to be by 

death that sin would be atoned for.  

So it is that we should look closely at each thing presented to us by the Word, for wisdom is its gift of grace that we should 

not perish.  We are our brother’s and neighbor’s keeper. 

It has been said that it is a terrible thing to fall into the hands of the living God that he should chastise you for being stiff-

necked that you may be saved; but it is a far more horrific thing to fall out of them!  For to where one falls there is no means 

of escape from its eternal horrors and sufferings that are the wages of the unrepentant who bathes themselves in sin. 
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